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9th Grade World History 
 

Course Description:  
 
This class will involve a comprehensive study of the emergence of civilizations, the 
development of world cultures, and how the environment, human innovation, and interactions 
between diverse cultures have shaped the world we live in today. To understand these 
concepts, students will examine and think critically about the following focus questions 
throughout the course: 
 

1. Environment: What significance has the physical environment played in the 
development of complex cultures?How has humankind interacted with the 
environment since prehistory and how has that relationship changed over time?  

2. Innovation: Throughout history, how has innovation shaped the world as we have 
come to know it? How have humans used innovation to overcome obstacles 
presented by the environment, to communicate, to solve problems, to transport, to 
gain power, etc.? How do technologies result in broader social change? 

3. Interaction between cultures: Why do people live together and create societies? What 
are the benefits and challenges of a diverse society? What happens when cultures 
collide? 

 
Students will also understand the interconnectedness of these three concepts in their relation 
to the history of humankind. 

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain: Inquiry 
Priority Standard: SS.Inq1.a.h Frame researchable, complex, and open-ended questions, 
integrating multiple social studies strands that call for investigation.  

● Students will use current content knowledge to compose researchable, open-ended 
questions that require them to analyze, hypothesize, evaluate, and argue.  

 
 
 

 



 

Domain: Inquiry 
Priority Standard: SS.Inq2: Wisconsin students will gather and evaluate sources. 

● Students will gather a variety of primary and secondary sources (including print, digital 
media, photos, personal accounts, broadcasts, news reports, artifacts, etc.) and evaluate 
the credibility of sources based on historical context, timeliness, corroboration, 
explicit/implicit bias, purpose of the source,  and the source of the information. 

● Students will analyze the relevancy of gathered sources and evaluate if they have value 
in objectively developing understanding of a historical topic.  

 
Domain:  Inquiry 
Priority Standard:  SS.Inq3.b.h Support claim with evidence using sources from multiple 
perspectives and mediums (electronic, digital, print, and other mass media). 

● Students will effectively and accurately make a historical interpretation and 
support their interpretation with relevant and sufficient evidence from the sources 
analyzed and evaluated. Students will be able to communicate their conclusion 
through written responses, discussion, and presentations.  

 
Domain: Inquiry 
Priority Standard: SS.Inq4: Wisconsin students will communicate and critique conclusions. 

● Students will draw inferences based on historical evidence from primary sources and clearly 
communicate the conclusions they draw based upon available evidence.  

● Students will critically critique conclusions by supporting conclusions with additional 
corroborating evidence and/or questioning the drawn conclusions by providing evidence that 
supports another conclusion.  

 
Domain:  Behavioral Sciences 
Priority Standard:  SS.BH2.a.h Investigate how language and culture can unify a group of 
people. Evaluate the factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict among peoples of a 
country and the  world (e.g., language, religion, culture, race, ethnicity, gender, social or 
financial inequity, political beliefs, access to resources, economics, environment). 
 
Domain: Behavioral Sciences 
Priority Standard: SS.BH3.a.h Analyze the means by and extent to which groups and 
institutions can influence people, events, and cultures in both historical and contemporary 
settings. Become critically aware of ethnocentrism, its manifestations, and consequences in a 
world that is increasingly interconnected. 
 
Domain: Behavioral Sciences  
Priority Standard: SS.BH4.a.h Evaluate the purpose for which a technology is created, and 



 

analyze the consequences (intended and unintended) to different cultures. 
● Students will analyze the development of key technologies throughout different eras of 

World History (i.e. ancient history to present times) and delineate the short term and 
long term impacts of those technologies.  
 

 
Domain:  Economics 
Priority Standard: SS.Econ4.a.h Evaluate how values and beliefs (e.g., economic freedom, 
economic efficiency, equity, full employment, price stability, security, efficiency and growth) 
help to form different types of economic systems, and analyze how they have been affected by 
specific political and social systems and important events. Analyze how the allocation of 
resources can impact the distribution of wealth and income equality/inequality. 
 
Domain:  Geography 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog5.a.h Analyze the intentional and unintentional spatial 
consequences of human actions on the environment at the local, state, tribal, regional, country, 
and world levels. 

●  
Domain: Geography 
Priority Standard: SS.Geog1.b.h Interpret maps and images (e.g., political, physical, relief, 
thematic, virtual/electronic) to analyze geographic problems and changes over time. 
 
Domain: Geography 
Priority Standard: SS.Geog2.c.h Analyze the social impact of movement of people to different 
locations in a variety of time periods and locations throughout the world.  
 
Domain:  History 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist4.a.h Analyze how the historical context (situation) influences a 
primary or secondary source. 

● Through corroboration and evaluating the credibility of sources students will 
determine if historical documents effectively represent the historical context of 
their origin. 

 
Domain: History 
Priority Standard: SS.Hist2: Wisconsin students will analyze, recognize, and evaluate 
patterns of continuity and change over time and contextualization of historical events.  
 
Domain: History:  
Priority Standard: SS.Hist3: Wisconsin students will connect past events, people, and 
ideas to the present; use different perspectives to draw conclusions; and suggest current 
implications. 
 



 

Domain:  Political Participation  
Priority Standard: SS.PS4.b.h Analyze the effects of a political compromise with major 
historical impact.  

 

 
 
 

These standards and learning targets will be reported on at the end of each grading period.  If 
you have questions regarding any standards or learning target, please contact the building 
principal. 

 

 

 

 


